Lisneal

31 November 2026 )
Lisneal College

70 Crescent Link Road
Dear Parent/Carer, Londonderry BT47 5FQ

Year 10 Winter Assessment Week Tel No: 028 7134 8888

| am writing to inform you that the Year 10 Winter Assessment Week will take place from Monday
30 November to Friday 4 December 2026.

Year 10 pupils will have at-home study days on:

e Monday 16 November 2026
e Tuesday 1 December 2026
e Thursday 3 December 2026

Pupils should not attend school on these dates. This time should be used purposefully to revise,
organise their materials and prepare for their upcoming assessments. Pupils have been
provided with the following information today:

e Subject revision lists
» A copy of the assessment timetable (Page 8 of Booklet)
« Guidance on effective study and revision strategies

Copies of these materials have been attached below for your information. Assessments will take
place in an assigned classroom with their form class on Monday 30 November, Wednesday 2
December and Friday 4 December. We would appreciate your support in encouraging your child
to use the study days effectively and to establish a manageable revision routine.

If you require any further information or are unsure about any aspect of these arrangements,
please do not hesitate to contact the school.

Kind regards,
£ Mewreen

Mrs R Mullan
Principal
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Revision
Checklist

WINTER ASSESSMENTS

Revise smart. Stay calm.

Use your subject checklists to tick off each topic as you revise it
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Everything you need to prepare for your Winter Assessments is in this booklet.
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Revision Techniques

Different techniques work for different topics and different people. Try a few of these and find
the ones that work best for you.

NAPEY HESPEGEFUL LEARNING

Flashcards

Key information and facts on cards you can
carry with you, so you can test yourself
anywhere.

Use them to remind and test yourself on:
spelling lists and sequences of simple events.

Online quizzes or revision guide
questions

Answer the questions and note down your
score. Revise the topic some more, then have
another go later. Did you improve?

Use them to test yourself on: facts and
processes.

Key word cards

Put the key word on the front and the
definition on the back. Test yourself on the
definitions, sort the cards into categories or
put them into a sequence.

Use them to learn: the key vocabulary for
each topic.

Graphic organisers

Decide if you are describing, analysing parts,
comparing, analysing cause and effect,
predicting or evaluating, then lay out your
ideas in a graphic organiser.

Use them to: look at topics in more detail.

Past exam questions and analysis

Complete some past exam guestions, mark
your answers and fill in any you missed. Go
through the paper and colour code each topic
(see the traffic-light key).

Use it to test your ability to: recall what you
have revised and answer the question asked —
not just write down everything you know.
Follow the command words in the exam.

Read — Cover — Recall - Check

Read the information you want to remember.
Cover it up and write out what you can
remember. Check to see how much you
forgot.

Use it to test yourself on: spelling lists and
sequences of simple events.

Make a card sort

Make a set of cards that you can cut out, mix
up and match.

Use them when: you need to remember
pieces of information that go together.

Explain it to someone

Describe or explain a process or scenario to
someone who does not know it, or to a
classmate. They can ask questions o fill in
any gaps you missed, and if they are also
revising it may help them understand the
work better.

Use it when: you are explaining a series of
events or a process with lots of detail.

Mind maps

Start with a central theme and organise the
information from it, grouped into subtopics.
Label the branches with the relationships.
Only put in the key words — everything else
should come to mind when you read them.
Use them to: summarise a whole topic after
revising it in detail.

Traffic-light your checklist
Tick off each topic as you revise it, then colour code it:

m I need to revise this,
TAMBER | need to go over a few bits again.
|

m 've got it!




What Works Best

Some revision methods are far more effective than others. Choose methods that make your brain

work hard. if it feels easy, it is probably not helping much.

WBAFFY RISFICTIRL LEARNING

DO MORE OF THIS DO LESS OF THIS

Test yourself

Close the book and try to recall what you know. Pulling
information out of your memory makes it stronger than
reading it again. Flashcards, Read — Cover — Recall -
Check, quizzes and past papers all do this.

one long cram. Come back to each topic after a day, a
week and a fortnight.

Mix it up
Switch between topics or question types in one session

instead of doing one topic for hours. It feels harder, but
it helps you pick the right method in an assessment.

Explain and ask why

Ask “why?” and “how?” as you revise, link new facts to
things you already know, and explain ideas out loud in
your own words.

Space it out
Several short sessions spread over days and weeks beat

Try this: a spacing plan

Day 1

The next day

9 Quick test: what can you
recall without looking?

Revise the topic using
one of your techniques.

9 Test yourself again. Fix

Re-reading your notes

It feels familiar, so it feels like learning. But recognising
something is not the same as being able to recall it.

Highlighting and underlining

It looks like hard work but asks very little of your
memory. Use it to pick out key words, then test yourself.

Copying out notes

Copying word for word keeps your brain on autopilot.
Reshape the information instead: mind maps, card sorts,
your own questions.

Cramming the night before

Information crammed in at the last minute fades fast.
Little and often is far more effective.

Two weeks later

'9 Final check before the
assessment.

A week later

any gaps.

Quick tips

Red topics first. Start with the topics you have traffic-
lighted red on your checklist.

Phone away. Keep it out of sight and out of reach while
you revise.

Short bursts. Work for around 25-30 minutes, then take
a 5-minute break.

Sleep well. Your brain stores what you have learned
while you rest.




Command Words

Command words tell'you what to do in a question. Answering a different question to the one asked [
is an easy way to lose marks. RFFY RISFICTIUL LORNING

Command word What it means How to answer

REMEMBER IT Short, accurate answers

Name / State / . A word or short phrase is enough. No explanation
- . Give a short answer from memory.
Identify / List ' needed.

| Write one clear sentence using the key words from

Define Give the exact meaning of a word or term.
your key word cards.

SHOW YOU UNDERSTAND Saywhatitis, and why

Include detail and key words. Do not give reasons

i Say what something is lik what happens.
Describe y what something is like, or what happens. you are asked to.
2 . } } . Keep it short and clear: the key steps or ideas
Give the main points briefly. ) .
Outline points U without lots of detail.
. Give reasons: say how or why something Use “because”, “this means that” and “therefore”.
Explain . )
happens. Make a point, then develop it.

Use what you know to put forward a sensible  Apply your knowledge to the new situation and
idea. give a reason for your idea.

Suggest

APPLY AND ANALYSE Lookclosely and make links

Say how things are similar and how they are  Write about both throughout. Use “whereas”,

r . . - 3 »
Compare different. “similarly” and “on the other hand”.
Contrast Say how things are different. Write only about the differences between them.

Break something into parts and examine Look at each part in turn, and how the parts link to
Analyse

each one. or affect each other.

. Show r working, write down any formula you

Calculate Work out an answer using numbers, you ng, wrl By ¥

use and include the units.

JUDGE IT Weigh it up and reach a conclusion

Give arguments for and against, then finish with a

Discuss Look at different sides of an issue. ;
conclusion.

Decide how important, effective or Weigh up the evidence, then make a judgement
Assess . = .

significant something is. about how much it matters.

. Give reasons or evidence to support a Say what you think, then back it up with evidence.

Justify . . 7 »

decision or opinion. Think “because...”.

Give positives and negatives, then a final
judgement. This also covers “To what extent...?”
questions.

Weigh up strengths and weaknesses to reach

Evaluate .
. ajudgement.

[
wv
=]
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o
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Top tip: underline the command word in every question, then check that your answer does exactly what it asks. Some
subjects use these words in slightly different ways, so ask your teacher if you are not sure.




Looking After Yourself

You will revise better when you feel well. Looking after your body and mind is part of your revision,

not time off from it.

MAFFY RUSFRCFIUL LUARNING

%

Feeling nervous?

Try this.

Sleep well

Most young people need around 8 to 10
hours of sleep. Sleep is when your brain
stores what you have learned, so late-night
cramming works against you. Put screens
away before bed.

Move your body

Even a short walk, a kickabout or a dance in
your bedroom helps you feel calmer and
think more clearly. Try to get some fresh air
every day.

Talk to someone

Everyone feels worried sometimes. Talking
to a parent or carer, a friend or a teacher
you trust can make a big difference. You do
not have to cope on your own.

and calm down.

Eat and drink well

Eat regular meals, especially breakfast, and
drink plenty of water. Your brain needs fuel
to concentrate. Energy drinks and sugary
snacks might give a quick boost, but it
wears off fast.

Take breaks and switch off

Build breaks into your revision and make
time for things you enjoy: friends, music,
hobbies, sport. Rest is not wasted time. It
helps you stay focused when you revise.

Be kind to yourself

Feeling nervous before assessments is
normal. Do your best and be proud of the
effort you put in. One assessment does not
define you. Talk to yourself the way you
would talk to a friend.

Breathe in slowly through your nose for a count of 4, then breathe out sfowly through your
mouth for a count of 6. Repeat five times. Slow, steady breathing helps your body to settle

Need to talk? Help is always available

Free helplines

People | can talk to
In school: Childline 0800 1111

Free, 24 hours, for any worry

Lifeline 0808 808 8000

Free, 24/7 crisis support in Northern Ireland

Samaritans 116 123
Free, 24 hours, someone to listen

At home:




Assessment Timetable

Year 10 | Monday 30 November to Friday 4 December 202%. Find your subject for each session,
and see which page of this booklet has its checklist. GAPFY HISPACTIOL LLARNIRG

Monday

30 November

Wednesday Thursday Friday
2 December ; 3‘@3@5&1’ I 4 December

Session 1 Geography RE History

9am - 10.45am Checklist: page 46 Checklist: page 52 Checklist: page 47

Session 2 Art At home Science At home ICT
11am —12.30pm Checklist: page 43 study Checklist: page 40 study Checklist: page 49

No school today. No school today.

Use the time to Use the time to

revise. revise.
wn‘:h = o Lunch Lunch Lunch
12.30pm - 1.30pm
Maths
S . 3 Checklist pages: Languages En "Sh
ession 10A p.32 Checklist pages: g
1.30pm —3pm 108 p.34 French p.44 Checklist: page 12
10Cp.36 Spanish p.45

10D p.38

Where to go Study days Be ready
Your assessments take place in your Tuesday and Thursday are at home Check the equipment box on each
form classroom. study days. Put them in your Revision subject checklist so you know what

Planner and make the most of them. to bring.



Revision Planner

Plan your revision for the five weeks beginning Monday 2 November. Use short, focused sessions
with breaks, and try a different technique each time.

WEEK 1 Beginning Monday 2 November

Day Subject | Topic(s) to revise Technique | will use Mins @V J‘

LAPFY RISHIETTEL LEARMIKG

Mon 2 Nov

Tue 3 Nov

Wed 4 Nov

Thu 5 Nov

Fri 6 Nov

Sat 7 Nov

- Sun 8 Nov

My goal for this week:

WEEK 2 Beginning Monday 9 November

Day Subject Topic(s) to revise Technique | will use Mins V4

Mon 9 Nov
Tue 10 Nov
Wed 11 Nov
Thu 12 Nov
Fri 13 Nov
Sat 14 Nov

Sun 15 Nov

My goal for this week:

Lisneal College | Happy Respectiul Laarning



Revision Planner

Weeks 3 and 4 — keep going! Tick off each session as you complete it.

FAFFY RESFOCTRUL LUARNING

WEEK 3 Beginning Monday 16 November

Day Subject Topic(s) to revise Technique | will use Mins v

Mon 16 Nov
. Tue 17 Nov
Wed 18 Nov
Thu 19 Nov
Fri 20 Nov
Sat 21 Nov

Sun 22 Nov

My goal for this week:

WEEK 4 Beginning Monday 23 November

Day ! Subject Topic(s) to revise Technique | will use Mins v

Mon 23 Nov
Tue 24 Nov
Wed 25 Nov
Thu 26 Nov
Fri 27 Nov
Sat 28 Nov

Sun 29 Nov

My goal for this week:



Revision Planner

Week 5 - the final week. You have done the hard work, so keep going and tick off each session as

you complete it.

MAFPY RESFICTIUL LUARNING

WEEK S Beginning Monday 30 November

Day Subject Topic(s) to revise Technique | will use Mins

Mon 30 Nov

Tue 1 Dec

Wed 2 Dec

Thu 3 Dec

Fri 4 Dec

Sat 5 Dec

Sun 6 Dec

My goal for this week:

Lisneal College | Happy Raspactivl Leariing
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YEAR

10

REVISION BOOKLET

Reading assessment

NOVEMBER 2026

Friday 4 December, 1.30pm - 3pm

*Find the novel you study and complete the practice
questions, using PEE structure - use your classwork to

support.
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EXTRACT 1
YEAR 10 ‘Unstoppable’

Read the extract below. Then answer the question that follows.

The sky was bruised with the colours of late afternoon — deep purples and fading orange
streaks — as Marcus stepped onto the pitch. The stadium loomed around him like a
giant, its steel bones creaking under the weight of expectation. Floodlights flickered to
life, casting harsh white beams across the grass, turning every blade into a spotlight.

The crowd was restless. A low murmur rippled through the stands, rising and falling like
waves. Somewhere in the distance, a whistle blew, sharp and urgent, slicing through
the noise. Marcus could feel the pressure pressing against his chest, heavier than the
kit he wore. His boots sank slightly into the damp turf, each step reminding him of how
real this moment was.

Behind him, the changing rooms were silent now —no more shouting, no more last-
minute tactics. Just echoes. Echoes of his coach’s voice, of his brother’s warnings, of
his own doubts. The smelt of sweat and grass clung to him, familiar and grounding. But
nothing felt normal anymore.

Question:
How does the writer use the setting to show how Marcus is feeling?
Write about:

« Whatthe stadium and pitch are like

« How the sounds and light add to the mood

« What the setting tells us about Marcus’s emotions

pagz 13 of 55




EXTRACT 2
YEAR 10 ‘Unstoppable’

Read the extract below. Then answer the question that follows.

The sports ground was soaked from the morning rain, the grass slick and shining under
the floodlights. The sky hung tow, heavy with grey clouds, and the air smelled of damp
earth and tension. Marcus stood near the edge of the pitch, his boots sinking slightly
into the mud with each step.

The crowd was quieter than usual, their voices muffled by the weather and the weight of
expectation. Banners flapped in the wind, and the referee’s whistle echoed sharply
across the field. Marcus could feel the pressure building in his chest, like a storm
waiting to break.

He looked around—the stadium, the players, the scoreboard. Everything felt bigger
than him. The pitch stretched out in front of him like a battlefield, marked with puddles
and footprints. The cold wind tugged at his shirt, and the floodlights made the raindrops
sparkle like tiny stars.

Behind him, the changing rooms were silent now. No more shouting, no more last-
minute advice. Just the memory of his coach’s voice and the look in his brother’s eyes
before the match began. Marcus clenched his fists. He wasn’t just playing for the team.
He was playing for something more.

The setting wasn’t just a place. It was a test. A challenge. A moment that could change
everything.

Question:

How does the writer use the setting to show the mood and Marcus’s feelings in this
moment?

Write about:
* What the sports ground looks and feels like
* How the weather and sounds affect the atmosphere

« Whatthe setting tells us about Marcus’s emotions

Page 14 of 55




EXTRACT 3
YEAR 10 ‘Unstoppable’

Read the extract below. Then answer the question that follows.

The changing room was silent, apart from the soft hum of the overhead lights and the
distant thud of footballs being kicked outside. The walls were lined with benches and
hooks, some empty, some cluttered with kit bags and damp towels. The air smelled of
sweat, grass, and nerves.

Marcus sat alone at the far end, his head bowed, his fingers tracing the edge of his shin
pad. The match was minutes away, but time felt frozen. Around him, the room felt
heavy, like it was holding its breath. The echo of past games, past mistakes, seemed to
hang in the air.

He could hear the muffled voices of his teammates in the corridor, laughing, shouting,
getting ready. But Marcus stayed still. The setting wrapped around him like a cocoon—
safe, but also suffocating. This was the place where pressure built, where confidence
cracked, where choices were made.

He looked up at the mirror above the sink. His reflection stared back, uncertain. The
changing room wasn’t just a space. It was a moment. A pause before everything
changed.

Question:

How does the writer use the setting to show Marcus’s mood and the tension before
the match?

Write about:
e Whatthe changing room looks and feels like
« How the sounds and atmosphere affect the mood

. What the setting tells us about Marcus’s thoughts and emotions

page 15 or 55




EXTRACT 4
YEAR 10 ‘Unstoppable’
Read the extract below. Then answer the question that follows.

Roxy sat by the window in their flat on the Compton Estate, watching the rain streak
down the glass. Outside, the football pitch was soaked, the goalposts leaning slightly,
the grass patchy and worn. A group of boys kicked a ball around anyway, shouting and
laughing, their voices echoing off the concrete walls of the surrounding tower blocks.

Inside, the flat was quiet except for the hum of the fridge and the occasional creak of
the floorboards. The wallpaper was peeling in the corners, and the heating hadn’t
worked properly in weeks. Roxy pulled her hoodie tighter around her and glanced at the
clock. Kaine should have been home by now.

She looked back out the window and saw him—her brother, full of swagger, showing off
his footwork like he was already a Premier League star. She sighed. He was always out
there, always trying to prove something. Meanwhile, she was stuck inside, training
alone, her tennis racket leaning against the wall like a forgotten promise.

The estate felt like a cage sometimes. The same grey buildings, the same broken lifts,
the same tired faces. But it was home. And for Roxy, it was the place where everything
started—and where everything could fall apart.

How does the writer use the setting to show that Roxy feels trapped or frustrated?
Use the PEE structure to help you answer:

e Point: What feeling does the setting create for Roxy?
« Evidence: Find a word or phrase from the passage that shows this.

» Explanation: Explain how this word or phrase helps us understand how Roxy
feels about her life and surroundings.

Page 16 of 55




EXTRACT 1
YEAR 10 ‘Noughts & Crosses’

Read the extract below. Then answer the question that follows.

The gates of the school stood tall and cold, their iron bars casting long shadows across
the pavement. The morning air was sharp, and the sky hung low with grey clouds,
threatening rain. Callum hesitated before stepping through, his bag heavy on his
shoulder, not just with books but with the weight of everything he wasn’t allowed to say.

Inside, the corridors were silent except for the echo of footsteps and the distant hum of
voices behind closed doors. The walls were lined with polished trophies and
photographs - none of them showed anyone who looked like him. The smell of
disinfectant and old paper filled the air, clean but unfriendly.

He kept his head down, walking quickly, trying not to meet anyone’s eyes. Every corner
felt like a test, every glance a challenge. This place wasn’t built for him - he could feel it
in the way the teachers paused when he spoke, in the way the other students looked
through him.

Question:
How does the writer use the setting to show how Callum feels at school?
Write about:

e Whatthe school looks and feels like

« How the setting creates a mood

« What the setting tells us about Callum’s experience

paga 17 of 55




EXTRACT 2
YEAR 10 ‘Nought & Crosses’

Read the extract below. Then answer the question that follows.

The train station was crowded, but Callum felt completely alone. The tiled floor was
spotless, the walls gleamed with polished metal, and the announcements echoed
crisply through the air. Everything was clean, ordered, and cold. The Crosses moved
through the space with ease—confident, comfortable, belonging.

Callum stood near the edge of the platform, his school bag heavy on his shoulder, his
uniform stiff and unfamiliar. He could feel the stares, the quiet disapproval, the invisible
line that separated him from the others. Even the benches seemed to turn away from
him, their smooth surfaces untouched by anyone like him.

He watched a group of Cross students laughing together, their voices loud and
carefree. No one looked twice at them. No one questioned their presence. But Callum’s
every movement felt like a mistake. The setting wasn’t hostile in words—but in silence,
in structure, in everything it didn’t say.

The train pulled in, sleek and silver, and Callum stepped back as the crowd surged
forward. He waited, letting them pass, knowing his place. The station was more than a
location—it was a symbol. Of power. Of division. Of everything he was trying to fight
against.

Question:

How does the writer use the setting to reflect Callum’s experience and the theme
of social division?

In your answer, consider:
e How the station is described
e How Callum interacts with the space

e How the setting reflects wider ideas in the novel

Pag= 18 oi 55




EXTRACT 3
YEAR 10 ‘Noughts & Crosses’

Read the extract below. Then answer the question that follows.

Sephy sat alone in the school garden, her back against the stone wall that separated
the Cross students from the rest of the grounds. The sun was warm on her skin, but the
air felt heavy. Around her, the flowers were perfectly arra nged—nbright, symmetrical,
controlled. Even nature here seemed to follow rules.

She could hear laughter from the other side of the wall, where the Nought students
were allowed to sit. It was distant, but clear. Sephy closed her eyes and tried to block it
out, but the sound only grew louder. She felt the divide more sharply than ever—not just
in the wall, but in the way people looked at her, spoke to her, judged her.

The garden was supposed to be peaceful, but it wasn’t. It was a reminder. Of her
privilege. Of her isolation. Of the fact that being a Cross didn’t mean she felt powerful—

it meant she felt trapped.

She opened her eyes and stared at the wall. It was tall, grey, and unbroken. Just like the
world she lived in.

Question:

How does the writer use the setting to reflect Sephy’s feelings and her place in

society?

In your answer, consider:
« Howthe garden and wall are described
o What Sephy hears and sees

« How the setting links to Sephy’s emotions and the theme of division

Pag= 19 nf 55




EXTRACT 4
YEAR 10 ‘Nought & Crosses’

Read the extract below. Then answer the question that follows.

Sephy walked through the shopping centre, her footsteps echoing on the polished
marble floor. The ceiling was high and glass-panelled, letting in pale sunlight that made
everything look clean and perfect. Designer stores lined the walls, their windows filled
with mannequins dressed in clothes she’d never wear. Everything was expensive.
Everything was Cross-owned.

She passed a group of Noughts standing near the fountain. They weren’t doing anything
wrong, just talking quietly, but the security guard watched them closely. Sephy noticed
it. She always did now. The way people moved. The way people were watched. The way
silence could say so much.

She sat down on a bench near the entrance, her shopping bag resting beside her. She
felt out of place, even though this was supposed to be her world. The setting was
familiar, but it felt different now—colder, sharper. She thought of Callum, of the way he
had looked at her the last time they spoke. Like she was part of the problem.

The shopping centre was spotless, but Sephy felt surrounded by cracks. Cracks in the
system. Cracks in her family. Cracks in herself.

Question:

How does the writer use the setting to reflect Sephy’s emotional state and her
growing awareness of inequality?

In your answer, consider:
e« Howthe shopping centre is described
» How Sephy reacts to what she sees

e How the setting reflects wider themes in the novel

23ge 20 »i 55




EXTRACT 1
YEAR 10 ‘The Giver’

Read the extract below. Then answer the question that follows.

Jonas walked slowly through the community square, his footsteps soft against the
smooth, grey pavement. The buildings around him were identical—flat-roofed, pale,
and windowless. Each one stood in perfect alignment, as if placed by a ruler. The air
was cool and still, and the sky above was a dull shade of grey, without sun, cloud, or
colour.

He passed the Hall of Justice, its doors closed and its walls blank. There were no signs,
no decoration, no noise. Everything was quiet. Everything was controlled. Even the trees
lining the path were trimmed to the same height, their branches reaching outin
identical patterns.

Jonas glanced at the speaker mounted on the wall. It was silent now, but he knew it
could come to life at any moment, issuing instructions or reminders. It was always
watching. The sameness of the setting made him feel safe—but also trapped. There
was no room for surprise, no space for difference.

He remembered the apple. The flash of colour. The moment that didn’t fit. It had been
small, but it had changed something inside him. Now, walking through the square,
Jonas felt the weight of the rules pressing down on him. The setting was calm, butitwas
missing something—something real.

Question:

How does the writer use the setting to show Jonas’s feelings and the mood of the
community?

Write about:
« Whatthe community looks and feels like
« How the setting creates a mood of control or isolation

« What the setting tells us about Jonas’s thoughts and emotions

Page 21 >i 55




EXTRACT 2
YEAR 10 ‘The Giver’
Read the passage below:

Jonas felt such love for Asher and for his parents. But he knew now that they could not
feelit back, and he understood that. That was what made it so sad. The memories The
Giver had given him—of family, of warmth, of true connection—had changed him. He
remembered the soft voice of a mother comforting her child, the laughter around a fire,
the feeling of arms wrapped around him in a hug that meant safety and belonging.
These were things he had never truly known before. In his own home, there was order
and routine, but no real emotion. His parents had said they were proud of him, but they
had never said they loved him. Jonas realized that without memories, people could not
truly feel. And without feeling, they could not truly live. He looked at Asher, his best
friend, and felt a deep ache. Asher would never understand what Jonas now knew.
Jonas was alone in his knowledge, but he was no longer the same. He could not go back
to the way things were. He had changed—and with that change came both pain and
clarity.

Task: Write a PEE paragraph exploring how Jonas is changing as a character in this
passage.

Use the PEE structure:

- Point: Make a clear point about Jonas’s development.

- Evidence: Use a quote from the passage to support your point.

- Explanation: Explain how the quote shows Jonas’s change and what it reveals about
his character.

PEE Scaffold (Sentence Starters):
Point: In this passage, Jonas begins to...
Evidence: This is shown when the text says, "..."

Explanation: This shows that Jonas is... It reveals that he is starting to understand...

Your PEE Paragraph:

=22 555
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EXTRACT 3
YEAR 10 ‘The Giver’

Read the extract below. Then answer the question that follows.

Jonas stepped into the Annex, the place where The Giver lived and worked. It was unlike
any other room in the community. The walls were lined with books—hundreds of them,
maybe thousands. Their spines were worn, their pages thick and yellowed. The air
smelled of paper and something older, something deeper.

The furniture was soft and mismatched, not like the clean, identical chairs and tables in
the rest of the community. A thick rug covered the floor, and the lighting was warm, not
bright and clinical. Jonas felt as if he had entered another world—one that was full of
history, emotion, and truth.

The Giver satin a large chair near the window, his face calm but tired. Outside, the
world looked the same—grey, ordered, silent. But inside this room, everything felt
different. It was a place of memory. A place of pain. A place of understanding.

Jonas realised that the setting reflected The Giver himself: full of knowledge, burdened
by experience, and separate from the rest of the community.

Question:

How does the writer use the setting of the Annex to reflect The Giver’s character
and his role in the community?

Write about:
+« Howthe room is described
» Howthe setting is different from the rest of the community

« Whatthe setting tells us about The Giver’s personality and responsibilities
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EXTRACT 4
YEAR 10 ‘The Giver’

Read the extract below. Then answer the question that follows.

Fiona stood by the edge of the recreation area, her red hair catching the light as the sun
dipped behind the identical houses. The grass was perfectly trimmed, the paths swept
clean, and the air smelled faintly of disinfectant. Children played in silence, their
laughter controlled, their games structured.

She watched them with a soft smile, her hands folded neatly in front of her. Everything
around her was calm, organised, and predictable. The trees were evenly spaced, the
benches identical, and the sky a pale, cloudless blue. Fiona liked the order. It made her

feel safe.

But Jonas, standing nearby, noticed something else. The setting was too perfect. Too
quiet. And Fiona, though kind and gentle, seemed unaware of the emptiness beneath
the surface. She belonged here, in this world of rules and routines. She didn’t question
it. She didn’t see what was missing.

The recreation area was peaceful—but it was also a symbol. Of control. Of sameness.
Of everything Jonas was beginning to doubt.

Question:

How does the writer use the setting to reflect Fiona’s character and the mood of

the community?

Write about:
« Whatthe recreation area looks and feels like
e How Fionaresponds to the setting

« Whatthe setting tells us about the society and Fiona’s place in it
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EXTRACT 1
YEAR 10 ‘Tribes’
Reading Passage:

The city was grey and cold. Rain dripped from the rooftops and made the pavements
shine like glass. People hurried past each other, heads down, not looking up. Cars
splashed through puddles, sending dirty water onto the pavement. The sky was heavy
with clouds, and the air smelled of petrol and damp clothes.

Kevin stood near the alleyway, his hood up, watching. The alley was dark and narrow,
hidden between two tall buildings with cracked bricks and broken windows. It smelled
of rubbish, damp, and something worse—like something had been left there too long.
Broken glass crunched under his feet, and old newspapers blew around like ghosts.

This was where the Tribes met. It wasn’t safe, but it was their place. No one else came
here. People avoided it. Even the police didn’t bother with it. That made it perfect.

Graffiti covered the walls—names, symbols, warnings. It was like a secret code. Kevin
knew what it meant. He had learned the signs, the colours, the messages. Some were
threats. Some were marks of respect. All of them meant something to the Tribes.

Kevin felt the cold in his fingers, but he didn’t move. He belonged here. This was his
world now. The city didn’t care about him, but the Tribes did. In this alley, he wasn’t
invisible.

How does the writer describe the setting to make it feel unwelcoming or
dangerous?

Use the bullet points below to help you answer:
» Find one or two words or phrases that describe the weather or the city.
o« Whatdoes the alleyway look and smell like?
«  Why might people avoid this place?

* Howdo these details make the setting feel unsafe or unpleasant?

Structure your answer using PEE paragraphs
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EXTRACT 2
YEAR 10 ‘Tribes’
Reading Passage:

The playground was empty, the swings creaking in the wind. Paint peeled from the
climbing frame, and the grass had grown long and wild. A broken football lay forgotten
in the corner, half-buried in mud. The sky above was dull and grey, with thick clouds
hanging low like a heavy blanket.

Lena stood at the edge of the playground, her hands deep in her pockets. She used to
come here every day after school, back when it was full of noise and laughter. Now, it
was silent. Even the birds seemed to have flown away.

She walked slowly across the cracked tarmac, her footsteps echoing. The cold air stung
her cheeks, and she pulled her coat tighter around her. Everything felt different now—
quieter, lonelier. The place hadn’t changed much, but she had.

How does the writer use the setting to show that Lena feels lonely or sad?
Use the PEE structure to help you answer:

« Point: What feeling does the setting create?
« Evidence: Find a word or phrase from the passage that shows this.

o Explanation: Explain how this word or phrase helps show Lena’s feelings.
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EXTRACT 3
YEAR 10 ‘Tribes’
Reading Passage:

The street was silent except for the soft hum of a streetlamp flickering above. The
houses stood in rows, dark and still, their windows like blank eyes staring out into the
night. A cold wind blew through the narrow road, carrying with it the smell of smoke and
damp leaves. The pavement was cracked, and weeds pushed up through the gaps, as if
nature was trying to take the place back.

Jay walked slowly, his footsteps echoing. He passed the old corner shop, boarded up
and forgotten, its sign faded and broken. Once, this street had been full of life—kids
playing football, neighbours chatting on doorsteps. Now, it felt like a place that had
been left behind.

He stopped outside a rusted gate and looked at the house beyond it. The garden was
overgrown, the grass tall and wild. A swing hung from a tree branch, swaying gently even
though there was no one there. Jay remembered when he used to play there, when
things were different.

He didn’t know why he had come back. Maybe to remember. Maybe to forget.

How does the writer use the setting to create a feeling of sadness or loss?
Use the PEE structure to help you answer:

» Point: What feeling or mood does the setting create?
» Evidence: Find a word or phrase from the passage that shows this mood.

» Explanation: Explain how this word or phrase helps the reader understand the
feeling of sadness or loss.
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EXTRACT 4
YEAR 10 ‘Tribes’
Reading Passage:

The library was almost empty. Only the sound of pages turning and the soft hum of the
heating filled the air. Dust floated in the sunlight that streamed through the tall
windows, making the room feel still and frozen in time. The shelves were packed with
old books, their spines faded and titles worn away.

Amira sat at the back, hidden behind a tall stack of encyclopedias. She liked it here. It
was quiet, and no one asked questions. Outside, the world felt loud and fast. In here,
everything slowed down. She could breathe.

The clock ticked slowly on the wall. Somewhere nearby, a chair creaked as someone
shifted. But no one spoke. The silence wasn’t awkward—it was safe. Amira opened her
notebook and began to write, her pen scratching softly on the page.

How does the writer use the setting of the library to show how Amira feels safe or

calm?
Use the PEE structure to help you answer:

« Point: What feeling does the setting create for Amira?
. Evidence: Find a word or phrase from the passage that shows this.

« Explanation: Explain how this word or phrase helps us understand how the
setting affects her.
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HAPPY RESPECTEUL LEARNING

LISNEAL COLLEGE

Good luck!

Revise smart. Stay calm. Believe in yourself.




